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Coillte recognises that forests provide an excellent landscape for a wide 
range of recreational activities and the company, as the country’s largest 
land owner, has such a special place in the provision of access to recreation. 
As such Coillte seeks to provide low-impact non-motorised recreation to the 
general public and other specialist activities under special permit.

The company will continue to provide recreation that is environmentally, 
socially and economically sustainable.

Coillte welcomes all visitors to the forest and expects them to respect the 
Leave No Trace principles.

While recognising it’s role in the rural community, Coillte does not have a 
primary or lead role in the provision of tourist facilities in it’s forests, but will 
facilitate such developments within partnership arrangements.

Coillte see it’s primary recreation objective as one of delivering maximum 
benefit to most users.
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Camping

Accommodation facilities for visitor’s caravans and tents are available at 
Lough Key Forest Park.  No other accommodation services are provided 
in Coillte Forests.

Wild Camping is permitted without permit only in designated sites in 
accordance with Leave No Trace principles.

Coillte reserves the right to withdraw permission to camp at any time.

Camping is an ‘assumed risk’ activity, and people camping in Coillte 
Forests do so at their own risk.
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Coillte permits the lighting of fires by the public in forest areas only in the 
following cases.
- the use of barbeque units at designated sites.
- lighting of campfires in designated areas.

Coillte expects that the ‘Leave No Trace’ code will be strictly followed in all 
areas of the forest.

Coillte expects that fires should be under control at all times and that every 
precaution against damage by fire to the forest and surrounding countryside 
be an absolute priority for all users of the forest.

Recreational 
Fires
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Water Sports

Coillte will facilitate access to its lakes and rivers for suitable water sports as 
deemed appropriate by the company.

Responsibility for safety on the water lies entirely with the user. All users should 
ensure that a sufficient level of competency has been reached as appropriate 
for the activity being undertaken.

All users should check that their activity is suitable for a particular lake or river 
with the local forest manager.

Suitable water sports in Coillte’s property are canoeing/kayaking, rowing, sail 
boarding, sailing and fishing/angling.  The use of powerboats/speedboats and 
jetskis is not generally appropriate in Coillte property.

Coillte do not designate areas as suitable for swimming on our lands.  
Recreational users are advised not to enter the water.  Anyone who enters the 
water does so at their own risk.

All users must satisfy themselves that appropriate licences have been 
obtained where necessary to pursue their activity, e.g., the local area Fisheries 
Boards issue licences for trout fishing on many of Ireland’s inland waters.
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Motor Sports

Motor sports are only permitted in Coillte Forests in designated areas 
or on designated roads and tracks.

Motor sports will continue to be subject to licence, a licence fee and 
the requirements for motor insurance cover.

The policy is to manage motor sports for safe and sustained use in 
line with best international practice.
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Horse Riding

Coillte welcomes visitors on horseback to ride in designated 
forest properties with permission.

Horse-riding is not allowed on National Way Marked Ways and 
designated single-use cycle or walking trails (Excludes dual-use 
forest roads).

Coillte expects all visitors to follow the Horse Riding Code.
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Hunting and shooting is restricted to selected forest areas where they are not 
considered to compromise public safety.

Where appropriate, Coillte may permit the use of it’s lands for hunting and 
shooting by individuals, clubs/syndicates and commercial operators in accordance 
with the principles of Coillte’s Sustainable Forest Management and the laws on 
the use of firearms.

Where hunting/shooting rights on lands are held/owned by a third party, Coillte 
will inform users of existence of such rights.

Foxhunting is not permitted on Coillte’s lands except where there are long 
established rights or conventions which pre-date Coillte’s ownership of the land. 
ONLY in these cases is foxhunting allowed under permit.

No recreational hunting will be permitted in Coillte Forest Parts. Where culling 
is required in Forest Parks it will only be undertaken by approved Coillte personnel 
or contractors.

All persons exercising sporting rights on Coillte’s estate must comply strictly with 
conditions of the licence agreement, the relevant laws covering the use of firearms 
and any Coillte guidelines or codes of practice that may be in place.
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Coillte allow a range of recreational and sporting activities under licence 
at appropriate locations where deemed suitable by forest management.

All licences are subject to a licence fee and must be applied for with 
appropriate notice to the forest manager, usually one month.

Appropriate insurance is required by a licencee for any activity undertaken 
under licence.  There is an onus on the licencee to comply with the terms 
of the licence.

Recreational 
Licences
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Since 1989 when Coillte was formed, it has been up to local forest managers 
to decide if memorials in the form of benches, plaques, headstones, etc., were 
suitable for erection in the forests or forest parks managed by them.  There has 
been many of these memorials installed over the intervening years and with 
management changes, there is little knowledge of the dedicators of these.  It can 
be upsetting to dedicators when these memorials are removed due to dilapidation 
or when damaged by others.  Some memorials have been found to have been 
installed without any knowledge of or consent from Coillte.  A new policy is now 
required to reflect an up-to-date position for memorials.

Policy

New memorials:
Due to the difficulties outlined above, memorials in the form of benches, plaques, 
headstones, etc., are no longer permitted on lands managed by Coillte. 

Legacy memorials:
Coillte are not responsible for the upkeep of existing memorials on legacy sites. 
When a bench or similar, comes to the end of its life span, the dedicator will be 
informed where contact details are available.  They will not be re-instated.
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