Appendix 1

Contacts Sheet

Landowners should complete this contacts sheet using local information.

FIRE STATION

GARDA STATION

NPWS RANGER
DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE
CO. COUNCIL

COILLTE FORESTER
OTHERS
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Appendix 2

Hazard Risk Assessment Form
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Appendix 3 Burning Plan Blank Template
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APPENDIX 4

Frequently Asked Questions

Q:

When can I burn growing vegetation?

A:

Under Section 40 of the Wildlife Act 1976, as amended by the Wildlife (Amendment)
Act, 2000, landowners are prohibited from burning growing vegetation on land not yet
cultivated, between 1st March and 31st August of any given year.

Q:

What is the safe distance to burn near woodland?

A:

Safe distance is dependent on the level of fire protection in place such as firebreaks and
the burning conditions prevailing at the time of burning. Under Section 39 of the Wildlife
Act 1976 (as amended), it is prohibited to burn vegetation growing within one mile of a
wood which you do not own, without giving written notice at least 7 days in advance to your
local Garda Station, and the forest owner, who has the right to object by counter-notice.

Q:

What are the penalties for illegal burning?

A:

Under Section 74 of the Wildlife Act 1976 as amended by the Wildlife (Amendment)
Act, 2000 fines for breaches of the Act range from £500 (€635) to £50,000 (€63,490) and
prison terms from 3 months to 2 years or both a fine and a prison term.
Any person engaged in illegal burning may also be held responsible for any injury or
damage caused by the fire, and the local Fire and Rescue Service may issue a call out
charge for costs associated with illegal fires.

Q:

Are there implications for burning agricultural land in regard to the Department’s Support
Payments for Farmers and cross-compliance?

A:

Under the Good Agricultural and Environmental Conditions (GAEC) associated with
cross-compliance, the burning of growing vegetation on cultivated or non-cultivated land
(including permanent pasture), without approval, is prohibited and could lead to penalties
under these schemes (e.g. Single Payment, Disadvantaged Areas).

More information on current legislation can be obtained at www.oireachtas.ie
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APPENDIX 5

Do’s and Dont’s

DO:

DO NOT:

OBEY THE LAW

Do not burn growing vegetation on land not
yet cultivated between 1st March and 31st
August in any year.

WATCH THE WEATHER

Do not burn if the weather is unsuitable for
controlled burning. Obtain weather forecasts
as close to the time of burning as possible.

Avoid backburning, or only use with extreme
caution, due to the risk of irreversible
damage to the vegetation and underlying
peat. Soil and litter layers should be wet to
touch before burning.

Do not burn when the moss and plant litter on
the ground surface has completely dried out.

Burn in light wind conditions.

Do not burn if the wind is too strong for the
fuel types involved.

Keep fires small and controllable.

Do not burn if the flames are likely to be longer
than 3 metres, or about 10 feet.
Do not allow the width of the burn to exceed
50 metres (about 54 yards).

Make sure that the equipment for
extinguishing the fire is on hand before the
burning begins.

Do not burn unless you know how and where
the fire will be extinguished.
Do not burn uphill on steep slopes.

Prior to planning a prescribed burning
operation, ensure you have adequate
insurance cover.

Do not burn without insurance, you may be
liable personally for any losses incurred.

On the day of the burn, inform adjoining
landowners, forest owners and the Regional
Fire Control Centre of your plans for the day.
At the end of the burn, let them know when
all fires have been extinguished.

Do not burn within one mile of a forest you do
not own, without giving written notice at least 7
days in advance to your local Garda Station
and the forest owner, who has the right to
object by counter-notice.

Ensure that workers are supervised,
understand the burn plan and emergency
procedures and have access to clean
drinking water so that they do not suffer from
heat exhaustion.

Do not leave the site without ensuring that all
operatives are accounted for.

Avoid burning sensitive areas or other areas
that may lead to loss of control and fire
escape.

Do not burn in the following areas: hedgerows,
woodland, National Monuments, thin eroding
soils, summits and ridges.
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